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REMARKS 

In the last Office Action, the Examiner took the following actions: 

(a) rejected claims 140, 141, 146-149, 156, 157, 162-165, 172, 173, 

and 1 78-1 81 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 2, first paragraph, as allegedly failing to 
comply with the written description requirement; 

(b) rejected claims 135-141, 144, 151-157, 160, 167-171, and 176 under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,672,168 to 
de la Torre et al. (" de la Torre "): 

(c) rejected claims 135-141, 144, 151-157, 160, 167-173, and 176 under 
35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as allegedly being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
5,906,577 to Beane et al. ("Beane"); and 

(c) objected to claims 1 45, 1 61 , and 1 77 as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

By this amendment, Applicant amends claims 1 35, 1 51 , and 1 67; and cancels 

claims 140, 141, 144-150, 156, 157, 160-166, 172, 173, and 176-186 without prejudice 

or disclaimer. Accordingly, upon entry of this Amendment, claims 135-139, 142, 143, 

151-155, 158, 159, 167-171, 174, and 175 will be pending in this application. Claims 

142, 143, 158, 159, 174, and 175 were previously withdrawn from consideration as 

being drawn to a non-elected embodiment. This Amendment does not introduce any 

new matter. 

Applicant respectfully submits that this Amendment places the application in 
condition for allowance. 

Independent claim 135 has been amended to include the allowable subject 
matter previously recited in claim 145, as well as the subject matter previously recited in 
intervening claim 144. Thus, in accordance with page 4 of the Office Action, claim 135 
is in condition for allowance. 
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Independent claim 151 has been amended to include the allowable subject 
matter previously recited in claim 161 , as well as the subject matter previously recited in 
intervening claim 1 60. Thus, in accordance with page 4 of the Office Action, claim 1 51 
is in condition for allowance. 

Independent claim 167 has been amended to include the allowable subject 
matter previously recited in claim 177, as well as the subject matter previously recited in 
intervening claim 1 76. Thus, in accordance with page 4 of the Office Action, claim 1 67 
is in condition for allowance. 

Claims 136-139, 152-155, and 168-171 all depend either directly or indirectly 
from one of independent claims 135, 151, and 167, and thus, are allowable for at least 
the same reasons that claims 135, 151, and 167 are allowable. In addition, each of 
these dependent claims recites unique combinations that are neither taught nor 
suggested by the cited art, and therefore each is also separately patentable. 

Applicant requests that withdrawn claims 142, 143, 158, 159, 174, and 175 be 
rejoined with the elected claims in this application. Claims 142, 143, 158, 159, 174, 
and 1 75 all depend either directly or indirectly from one of independent claims 1 35, 1 51 , 
and 167, and thus, are allowable for at least the same reasons that independent claims 
1 25, 1 51 , and 1 67 are allowable. In addition, each of these withdrawn dependent 
claims recites unique combinations that are neither taught nor suggested by the cited 
art, and therefore each is also separately patentable. 

Applicant respectfully requests that this Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 1 6 be 
entered by the Examiner, placing claims 135-139, 142, 143, 151-155, 158, 159, 167- 
171,1 74, and 1 75 in condition for allowance. Applicant submits that the proposed 
amendments do not raise new issues or necessitate the undertaking of any additional 
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search of the art by the Examiner, since all of the elements and their relationships 

claimed were either earlier claimed or inherent in the claims as examined. Therefore, 

this Amendment should allow for immediate action by the Examiner. 

Finally, Applicant submits that the entry of the amendment would place the 

application in better form for appeal, should the Examiner dispute the patentability of the 

pending claims. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicant submits that this claimed invention, 
as amended, is neither anticipated nor rendered obvious in view of the prior art 
references cited against this application. Applicant therefore requests the entry of this 
Amendment, the Examiner's reconsideration and reexamination of the application, and 
the timely allowance of the pending claims. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 

any additional required fees to Deposit Account 06-0916. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 

/Thomas Y. Ho/ 

Dated: December 19, 2008 By: 

Thomas Y. Ho 
Reg. No. 61,539 
(202) 408-4000 
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